
Delaware in the War of 1812:
A “Most Distressing War”
In 1814 the War of 1812 was entering into its second full
year. During the previous year the Chesapeake Bay and the
Delaware Valley region experienced active naval campaigning
and a seaborne blockade. On Saturday, January 3, at 10:30 a.m.
historian  Charles  (Chuck)  Fithian  will  visit  the  Delaware
Public Archives to present a program on this little known
period  of  Delaware  history.  Delawareans  were  active
participants  in  these  events  and  directly  experienced  the
effects  of  naval  irregular  warfare.  In  1814,  they  would
continue to aid in the national defense, and would respond to
new threats brought about by this destructive war.

Mr.  Fithian,  a  resident  of  Dover,  is  an  historical
archaeologist who has directed the research and conservation
of the DeBraak and its large associated collection. With a
concentration in colonial, military and naval history, Fithian
is a graduate of Wesley College and Salisbury University, and
has recently retired from the State of Delaware after more
than 27 years of service. He has also conducted extensive
research  on  17th  century  Delaware,  the  Delaware  Regiment
during the American Revolution, and the War of 1812.

The program is free to the public and will last approximately
one  hour.   No  reservations  are  required.   For  more
information, contact Katelyn Fair (302) 744-5016 or e-mail
katelyn.fair@delaware.gov.

For information about the Delaware Public Archives, please
visit the website at  http://archives.delaware.gov. You can
also  like  the  Archives  Facebook  page
(http://www.facebook.com/DelawarePublicArchives),  follow  the
Archives on Twitter (@DEPublicArchive) and read the Archives
blog (http://archives.blogs.delaware.gov/) to learn more about
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events and other items of interest at the Archives.

The Delaware Public Archives is located at 121 Martin Luther
King Jr. Boulevard North in Dover. The Mabel Lloyd Ridgely
Research Room is open to the public Monday – Friday from 8
a.m. to 4:15 p.m. On the second Saturday of every month the
research room is open from 9 a.m. to 4:15 p.m.

The Delaware Public Archives (DPA, archives.delaware.gov), an
agency of the State of Delaware, is one of the oldest public
archives  programs  in  the  United  States.  DPA  serves  the
citizens  of  Delaware  by  identifying,  collecting,  and
preserving  public  records  of  enduring  historical  and
evidential  value;  ensuring  access  to  public  records  for
present and future generations; and advising and educating
interested  parties  in  the  creation,  management,  use,  and
preservation of public records.


